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SELECTMEN’S

ACCOUNTS.

RECEIPTS.

Cash in the Treasury, as reported Feb. 26, 1861,

$162.50
2.08
125.00
county, for su; »port of paupers for 1860, 81.25
297.51
county, for support of paupers,
State Literary Fund,
12.80
town of Litchfield, for support of Clarisa Giles for 1860,
28.00
127.50
H. T. Jackson, Par. note and interest,
J.J eckson, Jr., Par. note and interest,
62.73
( ’ Literary Fund, note
29.22
ae interest,
1.23
J.S. Rand, Literary Fund interest,
2.49
H. T. Jackson, Literary Fund interest,

Received of Huse Austin, on abatement of tax,
George N. Ford, collector for 1860,

State railroad tax,

H. F. Taylor, agent of Town Hall,
T. E. Clough, Par. fund TPCT US
Moses Currier,
s
Moses Currier, on’ Par, a
Wm. H. H. Huntoon, Par. interest,
George 8. Sanders, Literary Fund interest, 1.11
7.18
K. 8. Reed, Par. fund interest,
town of Litchfield, for support of Clar50.00
issa Giles,
10.00
S. B. Flanders, highway tax for 1859,
6.20
EK. 8. Reed, on Par. note,

$1,209.58

4
Received of John S. Rand, collector,
for 1861,
fF
School tax,
a
State tax,
5
County tax,

900.00
D448
500.00
146.20
312.385 —————
$1,867.76

$3,077.84
EXPENDITURES.
Paid State tax,
County tax,
;
School tax,
Literary fund,
Parsonage fund,

$146.30
312.35
500.00
\ 79.19
23.738

$1,061.57

PAUPER EXPENSES.
Paid N. H. Asylum, for Support of John H. Guy,

$147.14

N. Giles,
‘¢ Clarissa Giles,
K. S. Reed,
.
‘Mrs. Judkins,
expense for Mrs. Fowler and family,
Priscilla Smith,
Ks
A. Worthing,
fe
K. Houghton,

50.00
15.00
86.61
75.06
21.72
10.85

$f

Mrs. 8S. R. Gale,

5.98

RS

EK. Gould,

4.10

sj
A
*

William D. Gould,
K. Webster and Brosett,
Mrs. Polly Price, ©

8.20
3.04
1.25
$428.95

AID FURNISHED SOLDIERS’ FAMILIES.
Paid expense of David Johnson’s family,
$47.00
$:
John W. Bean’s
“
10.00
$57.00
HIGHWAY EXPENSES.
Paid for repairing roads and bridges,
$95.20
building new highway, and land damage on G.
8. Dickerson road,
50.00
land damage on Samuel Otis road,
|
10.00
$155.20

5
OLD CLAIMS.
Paid John Russell, for breaking road in Tinkham
district in 1859,

$2.00

Wm. T. Norris, J. S. Rand and J. T. Smith,
Auditors for 1860,
Wm. Butterfield, for printing selectmen’s report,
G. W. Dean, for services as selectman in full,
K. Litchfield,
if
§6
T. Spear,
cs
.:
L. i Follansbee, school house tax for 1860,

4.00
12.00
4.00
4.00
3.00
3.00

HK. S. Reed, in full for keeping Mrs. Judkins up
to April 1, 1861,
F. Tinkham, for breaking roads in 1859,
J. Littlefield, for cost in making application to
call out the road commissioners,
John C. Frazier, note,
Luke Converse, note,

2.60
3.80
10.00
218.89
42.29

$310.08

Paid T. EH. Clough, interest on note of Emmon’s heirs,
Norris and Rogers, for services in suit
vs. Lyme,
Norris, for services on the same, including Wm. P. Stone’s fee,
T. E. Clough, on note,
Parsonage interest for 1860,
Literary interest for 1860,

$4.72

15.10
14.71
300.00
17.52
20.43 $372.48

$682.56
CURRENT

EXPENSES.

Paid G. W. Dean, for services as selectman,
$38.00
K. Litchfield,
ry
32.00
T. Spear,
s
oe
33.50
G. W. Dean, overseer of the poor,
4.00
EK. Litchfield,
if
6.50
T. Spear,
i
¥
7.00
G. W. Dean, treasurer,
5.00
T. HK. Clough, town clerk,
8.00
J. S. Rand, collector, in part,
33.00
Robert Ford, in full for services as superintend-

ing school committee,

25.00

6
Paid B. W. Sanborn & Oo., for record books, station:
ery, &.,
13.35
J. W. Patterson, school commissioner,
J.T. Smith, for surveying roads,
H. F. Taylor, agent of town hall,
H. Litchfield, for travel and expense to Plymouth,
J. S. Rand, express bill on State and County tax,
for boarding selectmen,
J. Gould, for keeping his road in repair,

8.36
2.00
2.50

5.25
.75
7.00
3.69

$934.90
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.
Let Wm. H. H. Huntoon, Par. money,

$55.70

Paid P. G. Sargent, for damage on horse and sleigh,
5.00
M. L. Taylor, T. H. Danforth and D. W. Flanders, as referees on claim of P. G. Sargent for
damage,
1.50
M. L. Taylor, J. S. Rand and C. Hubbard, as
referees on claim of town vs. S. B. Flanders,
1.18
T. H. Danforth and E. Sargent, as witnesses on
the S. B. Flanders’ case,
1.46
Lent Wm. 1’. Norris, Par. money,
122.00
Wm. P. Stone, Par. money,
~ 60.00
Wm. P. Stone, literary money,
27.94
Paid F. S. Ransom, for breaking wagon in culvert,
1.65
H. W. Carter, damage on sleigh,
5.00

$281.88
ABATEMENT OF TAXKS.
Paid abatement of taxes and receipts for 1861,
W. 5S. Davis, for overtaxing,
O. Bucklin,
e
Rs
OoP. Smith,
24
ST LD. LS60,

$7.08
3.24
2.03
40

|

$12.75

RECAPITULATION.
Whole amount received for the year ending Feb. 26,
1862,
83 077.34
WHOLE
Paid State tax,

county tax,

AMOUNT

PAID

OUT.
$146.30

312.35

Paid school tax,

500.06

literary fund,
parsonage fund,
MA
pauper expenses,
aid furnished soldier’s families,
highway expenses,
old claims,
current expenses,
miscellaneous items,
abatement of taxes,
Cash in the treasury,

(Ee
23.73
428.95
57.00
155.20
682.56
234.90
281.88
12.75
162.53

$3,077.34

OUTSTANDING

DEBTS AGAINST THE TOWN.

Due John C. Frazier, note dated Sept. 8, 1856,
Hs
Feb. 13, 1861,

$137.67
159.34

John Pillsbury, note,
46.35
T. EK. Clough, guardian of Emmons’ heirs, note
dated Feb. 11, 1862,
66.19
Mrs. C. R. Clay, note,
47.63
Harriet West, note dated Feb. 26, 1859,
263.20
T. E. Clough,
ef)
OOF: 24, 1859,
271.35
Harriet West,
oe
eee 22, 1860,
214.12

$1,205.83

Due literary fund interest,

$19.43

parsonage fund interest,
Money in treasury belonging to Par. fund,

4.00

$1,282, 21
DEBTS
Due from
es
"
“

DUE

THE

TOWN.

G. N. Ford, collector for 1860,
J. 5S. Rand, collector for 1861,
county for support of paupers,
State, for aid furnished soldiers’ families,

$37.60
193.45
190.67
57.00

$478.72

Whole amount of debts outstanding above what is
due the town,
Deducting amount of town’s money in treasury,

Whole amount of town indebtedness,

$803.49
162.58

$640.96

8
In debt Feb. 26, 1862, less than Feb. 26, 1861,
GEORGE W. DEAN,
EDWIN LITCHFIELD,
TIMOTHY SPEAR,

$468.44
Selectmen
of
Danbury.

We, the undersigned, Auditors, hereby certify that we
have examined the foregoing report, and find the same correctly cast and properly vouched.

M. L. TAYLOR,
W. P. STONE, } Auditors.
W. T. NORRIS,
February 27, 1862.

REPORT
OF

SUPERINTENDING
OF THE

TOWN

THE

SCHOOL COMMITTEE,
OF DANBURY,

FOR THE YEAR

In presenting the Report of the condition

1861.

of our

schools for the year 1861,

the following is respectfully submitted. We are aware that it is customary in
reports like this, to congratulate those interested in regard to the progress made
during the time over which the review extends; and it is always encouraging to
do so when such an aspect can be truthfully presented. Most of our schools will
bear a good report, some of them very good, but we should be unable to state

that all the schools have made the greatest possible improvement. As long as
the record of attendance indicates that the number of days in which the scholar
is absent or tardy, is greater than those of punctual

attendance, the school will

not be what it should. The punishments of neglect from inconsiderateness, are
often as dreadful as those of any active misbehaviour from the most extravagant passion. It is not enough for parents to appropriate money for the purposes of education; they should see to it that that money is appropriated to the
use for which it is raised. They should extend their personal attention to the
prompt attendance of their scholars, and the manner

are being instructed, and not rely so much

in which

upon State machinery.

those scholars

That there

is something wrong in the present system of education, many are willing to admit, but it is exceedingly difficult to discern the cause, so as to apply the remedy. One thing is evident, there is too much mental cultivation which is artificial, and not enough of that which is natural. But should we attempt, or sug-

gest a different order in some respects, we know that masses of men are not like
inorganic masses, which resist a change by their inertia alone. Resistance has
to be overcome in the moving of things ;resentment is added in the moving of
men.

10
The whole number of scholars is 13 less than that of last year—while the average attendance stands in comparison 25 less, and of this number six are re
ported as not being absent one half day, and of these, three were not tardy,

showing that of 228 scholars, three were present when thei teacher commenced and closed the school.
In Districts No. 2 and 3, the board was given. In Districts No. 5 and 10 there
were several scholars attended

from other districts, which will not be reported

in the tabular statement, they being reported once in their own districts. Dist.
No. 3 has been divided and a portion of it annexed to Dist. No. 1 in Grafton.—
We said enough in our report last year respecting the condition of some of those
receptacles of learning, called school-houses, in this town, but would say that
each school-room should be furnished with a Dictionary. To know the mean:
ing and use of words is as important to the scholar, as a knowledge of the name
and use of implements in husbandry, and the mechanic arts, is to those who use
them.
We have some good scholars in Grammar, although the number is not largé.
The classes in Geography do well, still they would be much benefitted were
each school reom furnished with Outline Maps, the cost of which, with the Dictionary proposed, would be but afew cents to each scholar. It has become @

custom in our schools for scholars to commence the study of Arithmetic as soon
as they are capable of learning the multiplication table, and continue to study it,
oftentimes, for more than ten years. After dismissing Colburn’s Mental Arithmetic—the most practical text-book we have in mathematics—they begin with addition in the written arithmetic when the term of school commences and go over
as far as fractions or percentage by the time it closes, and the next term have a

repetition of the same.

We know it requires time and faithful mental effort to

gain a knowledge of arithmetical principles, but there is no need of studying in
this way. We have examples on record of children of but a few years of age
speaking several different languages, having acquired them in the natural way
from foreign nurses, hence it would seem that it is more from habit than from

necessity, that our scholars pursue the study of arithmetic as they do.
We would, by no means; recommend

a change in our text-books, or that the

list be augmented, were it not from the conviction that such change be actually
demanded, yet I would suggest for the consideration of parents, the importance
of having the elements of Agriculture taught in our schools, as the best means
of laying the foundation of a valuable practical education. Many of the scholars are destined to labor upon the surface of the earth, and to use the materials
of which it is formed, and certainly no object is more worthy the aspirations of

the scholar, no field of action which conduces more to his own

and the happi-

ness of mankind, no position in life more enviable than that which is occupied
by the scientific agriculturist. Is it more important to be able to solve a prob-

lem in equations, to name the rivers in Ethiopia, or to give the etymology of the
word Education, than to understand the nature and properties of air, of water,

and of the soils, to know that plants feed on carbonic acid and ammonia—gasses ,
which are offensive and poisonous to animals?
These facts are as intelligible to children and at an age as early as that at
which they are capable of learning grammar or geography.

Until recently, the want of a suitable text-book,

simple and comprehensive,

11
has presented a barrier to the successful introduction
science into our schools.

of the study of practical

But this want having been supplied and its benefits

enjoyed by some of our neighbors,
suggestion in this report.

I have thought it proper

to throw out the
|

DISTRICT NO. 1.
Summer Term—Miss Mary H. Eastman, of Danbury.—This»
was a successful term. The scholars made good use of the advantages offered. The classes
in reading received a good degree of attention. We were especially interested
in the smaller classes in reading.
Winter Term—Mr. Daniel W. Bohonon, Bristol—Mr. Bohonon applied himself diligently to the labors of the school-room, and the examination showed
that he had been successful. In the larger classes each scholar arose to recite.
This prompts him to prepare his lesson faithfully, as it is not pleasing toa
scholar to stand up before his class and fail in recitation.

DISTRICT

NO. 2.

Summer Term—Miss Hannah C. Hersey, Hill—This school made fair progress. The interest manifested by the teacher and pupils was commendable.
Winter Term—Mr. Richard W. Stuart, Danbury.—This was a profitable
term as long as it continued. But the teacher having previously engaged a
school in another town, this school was

closed

earlier

than

could

have

been

wished. Mr. Stuart evinced a determination to teach thoroughly whatever studies were pursued and to maintain excellent order. Both this term and in the
summer, the register was badly defaced by tardy marks and absences. Some
of the scholars seemed to visit the school-room as they would a theatre, attending when there was no other place more attractive.
DISTRICT

NO. 3.

Summer Term—Miss Hellen A. Rollins, Grafton.—There

of school in this district during the year.
degree of interest which secures success.

was

but one term

This school seemed wanting in that
The want of energy in the school-

room is about equal to the want of propelling power in the steam engine.

DISTRICT

NO. 4.

Summer and Winter Terms—Miss Fannie F. Smiley, Grafton —The summer
term was a successful one. The teacher won the affections of the children and
awakened in them an interest for study and for school. The order and recitations
were good. The winter term was not as successful. There were a few scholars who were too large to observe wholesome regulations, whom Miss Smiley

was, unable to control.
DISTRICT NO. 5.
Summer Term—Taught successfully by Mrs. Mary A. Ford.

Fall Term—

Miss M. E. Martin, Grafton—Miss Martin was a faithful and efficient teacher.

Some of the scholars who commenced the term were deprived of its benefits by

sickness.

‘Those who continued made good advancement in their studies.

12
DISTRICT

NO. 6.

Summer Term—Miss Lois A. Rankin, Danbury.—This school closed without
my knowledge, consequently was visited

but once, and I am unable to report

the progress which might have been made during the term.

The school is re-

ported to me unfavorably by the parents in the district.

rt

Winter Term-——Mr. George W. Davis, Canaan.—Mr. Davis fully sustained
his former reputation as a teacher, and was successful in maintaining good order in this school. The examination showed that it had been a profitable term.

DISTRICT

NO. 7.

The same teachers as last year. Summer Term—Miss Emeline S. Messer,
Danbury.—The scholars being well acquainted with the teacher’s method of instruction seemed to return to their former habits of study. The love for their
teacher and for study which the scholars evinced, showed that it was a success-

ful term.
Winter Term—Miss L. Jennie Mason, Loudon.—Miss Mason was, as usual,

eminently successful. This was her fourth term of teaching in this district,
which is a sufficient exponent of the intellectual condition of the school.
DISTRICT

NO. 8.

Summer and Winter Terms—Miss Frances H. Stuart, Danbury.—The orderly deportment of the scholars and their promptness in recitation showed that
they were fortunate in having an excellent teacher whose labors were appreciated. Both terms were profitable ones. Several of the classes were deserving of
commendation; the Colburn’s Arithmetic class was second to none in this town.

DISTRICT
Summer

Term—Miss Anna

:

NO. 9.

M. Burnham, Wilmot

Flat.—This

school

was

composed mostly of small scholars, and a good deal of the time was devoted to
reading and spelling. The examination at the close of the term showed that
the scholars had been under faithful instruction, and made good improvement.
Winter Term—Miss H. Jennie Buswell, Wilmot.—As in the summer term, the
teacher manifested a good deal of patience in rendering faithful instruction to
the small scholars. The larger classes in reading as well as in arithmetic and
grammar, received due attention.

DISTRICT

NO. 10.

Summer Term—Miss Mary R. Brown, Wilmot.—Miss Brown met with good 4
success in this school.

The full attendance

at its close, and

the mannerin

which the recitations were conducted, showed that she had merited the confidence of those for whom she labored.
Winter Term—Miss

Olive A. Buswell, Andover.—It seemed to be the teach-

er’s desire that the scholars should

understand each principle as they passed

over it. The school-room presented an air of neatness and order, and the ap-

pearance of the school at its close was satisfactory.

“¢

'te
bs
ia

;

13
The Fall Term of the High School is reported to me by Mr. Stillman Clark,
teacher. This school commenced Sept. 2nd, and continued ten weeks. Whole
number of scholars 32. Average attendance 22. The studies pursued were
the common and higher English branches. Both teacher and scholars manifested a deep interest in the labors of the school, and good improvement was
made in the studies pursued.
ROBERT FORD,
Superintending School Committee.
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ROBERT FORD,
Superintending School Committee.
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History ; Davies ’ Algebra; Philosophy, Wells ’; Physiology, Cutter’s.
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leaf’s, Adams’, Colburn’s, Holbrook’s and Emerson ’s Arithmetics; Colton and
Fitch’s Geography ; Weld & Quackenbos’, and Tower’s Grammars; Goodrich’s

LIST OF TEXT BOOKS.
Town’s and Town & Holbrook’s Progressive Readers
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